YVSD Comments to the Draft Declaration

In general, the draft declaration is a comprehensive working document. We commend the efforts of the WSIS Secretariat to come up with a draft based on the proceedings of the regional consultations. Yet, there are still spaces for further improvement. 

On the structure of the draft, why is there a need to separate the discussions of the Working Group of Sub-Committee 2 and observers’ contributions into two sections when the universal theme of the declaration is an all-inclusive global information society? Isn’t it disturbing that the contributions of civil society and other stakeholders aside from governments are labelled in an observers’ status? Likewise, the draft declaration has become too wordy with these sections. Some statements can be combined to be more meaningful and straightforward. 

Over-all, the contents and principles of the draft are all-encompassing. Yet we particularly recognize its lack of acknowledgment to environmental sustainability and the ecological implications of the information society. Though this issue is covered by its inclusion of reference to sustainable development themes, it is weak on the specifics of sustainable natural resource management. Thus, we strongly support the recommendations to the Political Declaration put forward by the Global e-Sustainability Initiative (GeSI). The Initiative lobbies that the declaration should clarify that “A sustainable and inclusive global information society is a society where prosperity is created through wise and efficient use of resources and where humans live in harmony with nature.”

It is worthy to note that the draft discusses ICT applications but neglects ICT R&D and production where environmental destruction can be limited by incorporating life cycle management, dematerialization and cleaner production technologies in these stages.

The document lacks emphasis on the significance of community media such as radio and TV broadcasting and print media to people empowerment and knowledge development.

There is also a need for the development of market incentives and a matured regulatory and legal environment to enhance competition and technological innovation. Young people must be equipped with seed funding and business development support to realize digital opportunities contributing to employment and wealth creation especially at local communities.

Lastly, the paper has no discussions on the importance of multi-stakeholder partnerships and financing mechanisms to address the goals of the information society as well as reference to the vital role of international development organizations like UN agencies and World Bank to strengthen ICT for development initiatives especially in the developing world. Thus, we strongly recommend the inclusion of the following paragraph and sub-section in the Declaration, Section 1:

As Paragraph 54.

Multi-stakeholder partnerships are essential to harness the potential of ICTs in delivering sustainable development in an information society. Governments, international agencies, business and civil society must unite to bridge and, eventually, close the digital divide.

As Sub-section 11.

Financing the goals of the Information Society (Governments are in the strongest position to further develop this sub-section.)

In support to GeSI’s work for the recognition of the ecological implications of the information society, we further recommend the incorporation of its statement as Paragraph 48 in Sub-section 7 (ICT Applications), Section 1 as follows:

As Paragraph 48.

Public-private patnerships must be encouraged to develop infrastructure and applications in areas where the market needs support, e.g. environmental protection (climate mitigation and resource efficiency) and poverty reduction.


Youth Paragraphs

There is another youth-related paragraph mentioned in the draft – Section 2, Paragraph 10. It talks about a “fair, balanced and harmonious development of all…(especially) to those of the most disadvantaged communities such as: women, YOUTH…”

The Section 1 Youth Paragraph needs to incorporate the role and contribution of young people as agents of socio-economic development (as mentioned in the Tokyo Declaration) and catalysts for positive change. The youth must not only forward its interests and aspirations but, most importantly, offer its potential and enthusiasm as an active partner and worker in creating digital opportunities for development. Thus, we highly propose for the revision of the Youth Paragraph as follows:
“Young people constitute the majority of the world’s population, and are leading creators and adopters of ICTs. Yet too many of them, especially those in developing countries, remain disadvantaged and disconnected. More and special attention must be given to empower young people as learners, the future workforce and citizens with special needs contributing to positive change and sustainable development, especially at local communities.”

